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71. Diductius okaensis Rahman & Roth (1992) 
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Diagnosis: A small elliptical species of Diductius, having a central area filled with crystals 

and a short hollow central spine, often supported by an ill-defined cross, parallel to the 
major axes of the coccolith. 

Derivation of name: After the river Oka, along which the sample locality is situated. 
Description: D. okaensis has an elliptical protolith rim. The distal shield is composed of 18 

to 24 tabular elements attached side by side with straight sutures. Each distal element 
steeply slopes toward the center as seen in distal view. The central area is completely 
filled with lath-shaped or tabular crystals except along the short and hollow central 
spine. An ill-defined central cross parallel to the major axes of the coccolith often 
traverses the central area. 
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Remarks: Due to small size of the coccolith, the central floor is difficult to observe in the 
light microscope. Under crossed nicols, the inner side of the rim is birefringent marking 
the position of the elements of the proximal shield which are closely attached to the 
inner side of the distal elements. 

Differential diagnosis: This species differs from D. clatratus by the lack of lateral bars and 
from D. constans by the lack of a regular grid pattern in the central area. The rim of D. 
okaensis can be differentiated from the rim of Millbrookia perforata and M. virgata by a 
more elliptical shape and the presence of birefringent crystals along the inner side of the 
distal shield. 

Holotype: 84-39-S10 (Fig. 4.5). 
Paratype: 84-39-S9 (Fig. 4.2). 
Dimensions: Holotype is 2.4 µm long and 1.5 µm wide. 
Type level: Middle Oxfordian. 
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